AMG SPEAKING NOTES ON THE COMMUNICATIONS BILLS

13TH MAY 2009

PLEASE CHECK TO DELIVERY


· BAHAMIANS SUPPORT PRIVATIZATION and all the privatization brings as suggested by speakers here today
· THIS BILL IS NOT NECESSARY FOR PRIVATIZATION
· It is deceptive, disingenuous and diabolical for FNM to suggest that this legislation is needed to privatize BTC and to make BTC competitive and world class

· THE FACT IS  THAT THE PM has ADMITTED that PLP left on the table offer of $260M to purchase 49% of shares of BTC

· i.e. FNM met in place this agreement to purchase BTC with legislation “as is”

· FNM has the document dated 2006 and the other dated 2007

· PLP puts in its Manifesto what PLP will do in the NEXT 5 years FOR BAHAMIANS

· NOT what we already did

· We left the Bluewater offer on the table

· To the detriment of Bahamians, the Bluewater offer became ANOTHER victim of the SRC policy

· 49% purchase and all of its positive effects could have been completed by now – 2 years later

· BTC not “world class” now due to SRC

· FNM is a fault

· FNM’s SRC policy IS (as we speak) hurting Bahamians

· THE ROAD TO PRIVATIZATION IS ADMITTEDLY COMPLEX

· FNM tried at great expense and FAILED - $166M
· Young people should NOTE and NEVER forget that in 1999 FNM said that if gave BTC to Bahamians it would wind down in 90 days

· The same BTC that then and today is being run by Bahamians

· Imagine suggesting that the country can be run by Bahamians but Bahamians can’t own a company!!!!!!

· PLP in 2002 met BTC in no shape to be privatized

· PLP brought Bills to Parliament for which the FNM unanimously voted to transfer properties etc so that BTC could be privatized

· It is an outright, deliberate UNTRUTH (it is unparliamentary to say lie)to say that the PLP “did little” or “did nothing” to prepare BTC for privatization

· FNM voted for those Bills that contained only SOME of the things that the PLP did

· FNM had full knowledge of what they were voting for and participated in the debate

· Those here should read the news and do their research rather than coming here and regurgitating the party political line

· PLP involved  READ MINISTRIES FROM PAPER (S.5).

· PROCESS WAS COMPLEX,

· WIDE CONSULTATION AND EXPERT ANALYSIS

· TOOK 2 YEARS

· Not surprising that the FNM is disrespecting the hard public officers involved in the preparation process

· This is the same FNM that:

·  in May 2007 Laid off 1200 public officers

· Unconstitutionally and while crime is on the increase fired police officers giving them 48h to clear out

· Fired customs and immigration officers without a thought about how they are hurting innocent families in these hard economic times
· And is about to:

·  fire more public officers

· “flatten” BCB

· May ’07 left with agreement with BLUEWATER on the table…for $260 Million

· That agreement for the benefit of Bahamians was another victim of the SRC policy

WHY DID WE NEED TO PRIVATIZE

· Bahamians not being well served

· Bahamas mobile tariff higher than all in the region

· Call blocking more than in the entire region

· Hand line revenues collapsing

· $70M in 2002

· $30M in 2006

SOME OF BLUEWATER BENEFITS

· [READ FROM PP PAGE 10]
· Free broadband access to ALL schools in The Bahamas

· World class service

· Employees get 10% of Bluewater’s share in stock options

· Benefit to young people – p.11

· Virgin.net
· Warner

· Movies

· Music

· Etc

· could have had another mobile operator (Mobile Virtual Network Operator) by now

· Cheaper mobile rates due to competition

· In these hard economic times we have the highest mobile reates in the region with:

· Possible loss of home

· Crime up

· People moving children from private schools

ALL DUE TO THE SRC POLICY

· COULD HAVE HAD LESS GOVERNMENT DEBT
· Debt now Is about $800M
· $120M - IDB  for roads

· $150M  - Chinese loan

· $200- consortium of banks
· $50M – overdraft

· $300M - airport contingency for when YVRAS asks government for guarantee

· Would have been $260M about 50% LESS than what it IS now
· Had FNM not made BTC victim of its harsh SRC policy Bahamas would not have:

· S&P AND IMF criticism of their handling of the economy

· IMF grave concern about the extent of government borrowing

· IMF concern about the admitted “disastrous” level of revenue collection

· ALL budget line items at ZERO!!!!!!

· Ministry of Finance must now approve ALL expenditure by Ministries

· THIS IS UNPRECEDENTED IN OUR HISTORY

· This is CLEAR mismanagement 

· No desperate thrust as now is to get money by selling off an important national asset

· Fewer government attempts at saving money by layoffs and “flattening” people

WHO IS BLUEWATER

· P.11 WHO COMING TO TABLE

· BIOGRAPHIES

THERE WAS NO proper CONSULTATION on this compendium

· How can you consult on line with people who have no or no proper on line access

· Don’t the people in Ragged Island, Acklins, Exuma, Grand Cay and ALL over The Bahamas have the RIGHT to have a say in these changes?

· Experts proposed that should have: [READ THE TIMELINE ON p.10]
· Green paper

· Consultation

· Town meetings

· White paper

· Further consultations

· Legislation

· Debate in parliament

THIS IS WHAT PLP LEFT IN PLACE TO TAKE PLACE AS WELL AS THE SALE OF 49% OF BTC FOR $260M

· The PLP left in place BOTH

· They are not mutually exclusive

· The sale of 49% of BTC and its advantages could have taken place by now

THE FATC IS THAT 8 of 10 Bahamians do not really know what this legislation does
THIS COMPENDIUM IS NOT NECESSARY FOR PRIVATIZATION

It changes our way of life

Like changing the tenure of COP, it ought to have been in the Manifesto

Knew that if did out it in Manifesto Bahamians would have said no

FNM MANIFESTO DOES NOT HAVE INTENT TO:

·  combine regulation of media with telecom and internet communications

· Create this super regulator

· Give the power to search people’s homes to see if they have vonnage or magic jack or skype
· S. 10 of CB

· S. 6 of URCA

· In the newspaper the PUC’s lawyer said that legislation would be put in place to get search warrants to prosecute people for having vonnage and magic jack

· He said stop buying vonnage and magic jack

· A vendor (Wilson) said that he would not stop selling them as in 2009 there is no reason why Bahamians should pay exorbitant BTC rates to speak with their children in school abroad

· Go to “Best Buy” .  You will find computers for sale with Skype already installed

· The way the Acts are now drafted “..or by any person…” and “…URCA has reason to believe…” it is possible for:

· Any Bahamians e.g. Mr. Ferguson from Acklins to buy a computer with Skype installed for his son who is trying to get into College

· Customs tells URCA that Mr. Ferguson has Skype on his computer

· URCA has “reason to believe” that Mr. Ferguson is contravening a part of the Act

· URCA gets a search warrant for Mr. Ferguson’s house

THIS COULD HAPPEN TO ANY BAHAMIAN

· It is RIDICULOUS

· Search warrants are for CRIMINALS

· These sections need to be clarified!!!!!

MORE OF WHAT THE FNM MANIFESTO DOES NOT HAVE:

· Allow peace officer to go with URCA into private home to search

· Have non lawyers prosecute s.7 private citizens

· Combine media with telecoms and internet communications

· Give any PM power to control  media broadcasts, telecoms, internet telecoms 
· The Act does not specify what qualifications the “chairman of the “superregulator” must have

· What does “suitably qualified” mean

· It is not possible for lawyers to advise with certainty

· NOTE the 1st Chairman could have 9 year term and at least a 6 year term

· This takes us into the next General Election

· Bahamians should have clarity and certainty about what he legislation means
· Bahamians should have clarity and certainty about the qualifications that must be possessed  by such a powerful and influential person, with such vital effect on our democracy

AT THIS TIME, OF NATIONAL CRISIS WOULD BAHAMIANS PREFER GOVERNMENT ATTENTION ON COMBINING MEDIA WITH TELECOMS AND INTERNET COMMUNICATIONS PLUS CREATING AND FUNDING A NEW BUREAUCRACY

OR WOULD BAHAMIANS PREFER:

a. Attention to decreasing crime – now more than 1 murder per week

b. Attention to increasing suicide – now, says Dr. Barrett:

a. 5 definite suicides

b. As much as 60 suicidal behavior (attempts) in community clinics i.e. more than 2 per week

c. This DOES NOT include attempts and other behavior being dealt with by private facilities

c. Layoffs –

a. 1200 public officers in May 2007

b. Police

c. Immigration

d. Customs

e. More public sector to come

f. More than …. In the private sector, which is unrestrained due to government heartless and merciless hatch wielding against hardworking, struggling honest Bahamians who are trying to support their families and save their homes

d. Unemployment at least 5,000 QUALIFIED for benefits

a. There are FAR more who can’t qualify

b. 5,000 plus students about to graduate

e. Government guarantees for 2 years to banks for all mortgage interest payments on homes so that Bahamians can save their homes and provide a roof over their children’s heads

THESE ARE THINGS THAT BAHAMIANS WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEIR GOVERNMENT FOCUS ON AND DEAL WITH

· People are hurting while the government plays games covering up their blunder in putting the SRC policy to BTC
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